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The Grand Curtius Museum in Liege will

open its doors in March 2009 after almost

a decade of extensive renovation. This new -
museum complex will house the impressive collections of four of Liege’s most loved museums:
the Museum of Decorative Arts (formerly the Curtius Museum), the Museum of Weapons, the
Museum of Religious Art and of Mosan Art, and the Glass Museum.

The total collection on show at the Grand Curtius will number some 5,500 items including treasures
of Mosan craftsmanship, one of the greatest collections of historic small-arms in Europe, an
exceptional glass collection totaling some 10,000 pieces and a large collection of religious paintings,
many dating back to the 15th century.

The Museum will open with an exhibition dedicated to Belgian surrealist Paul Delvaux, born nearby
in Antheit in the Province of Liege. Trains and trams had always been of particular interest to the
artist and “De Demain a Delvaux” (From Tomorrow to Delvaux”) will bring together art and travel
in the city of Liege, with works on loan from museums and galleries around the world and from
private collectors. It will also feature some previously unseen works.

Next year also sees the completion of Liege’s new Guillemins mainline railway station,
spectacularly designed by award-winning architect Santiago Calatrava. www.liege.be
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René Magritte, Hergé, Paul Delvaux, Tintin
and Snowy and an assortment of other
Belgian characters and personalities will be
taking centre stage in 2009 as the comic strip
is celebrated throughout the year in Brussels
and Wallonia with a series of unique events
and the destination sees the opening of
three new major museums.
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A museum celebrating the life and work
Brussels

of George Rémi, aka Hergé, and creator of

the legendary Tintin, will be opening 22 kms

southeast of Brussels in the university town

of Louvain-la Neuve on 22 May 2009 to © Magic Monkey
coincide with the birthday of the author.

The Hergé Museum will contain not only the

author’s comic trip creations but his

paintings, sculpture, photography and film.

The Magritte Museum in Brussels opening in FLD hhﬂ ii }
June 2009 will be dedicated to the surrealist N el

from Wallonia who became one of the most Rz B AY This year the Brussels Card

famous artists in the world. It will hold the . Y ® goes festive during the

largest collection in the world of works by m 4| Shistmasiseason offering| LA

René Magritte and will include, as well as his extra special discounts e SN

most famous paintings, photographs, during Brussels’s famous Winter Wonders Christmas market.

drawings, gouaches, posters, correspondence As well as the usual discounts and benefits- admission to 26 museums in and around Brussels, free
and films made by him and his friends, as admission to all exhibitions at the BOZAR Fine Arts Museum, unrestricted use of public transports
well as a number of unique works on loan in Brussels on the MIVB and STIB networks, a free map of the city, a 25 % discount on several
from major private collectors. attractions, cultural institutions, shops, bars and restaurants, and a 33% discount to visit the

Atomium- the special Christmas edition of the Brussels card will offer additional benefits.
In Liege, after almost a decade of work, the Grand Curtius Museum will open in March 2009 with

an exhibition dedicated to another Belgian surrealist, Paul Delvaux who was born in Antheit in the
Province of Liege (see separate story).

These will include a 25% discount on any “Winter Wonders” merchandising, a 50% discount on an
adult admission ticket to the skating rink (includes skate rental), a free hot drink in the new winter
wonders organic brasserie when buying another beverage, and child prices for adults on the big wheel.
2009 has also been designated Year of the Comic Strip across French-Speaking Belgium with a
multitude of events dedicated to the ninth art celebrating some of Belgium’s most popular Belgian
comic strip heroes including Tintin, The Smurfs, Spirou and Lucky Luke.

Winter Wonders is Belgium’s largest Christmas market with 240 chalets and a 100m ice rink.
This year's guest of honour will be Wallonia, the southern region of Belgium.

<‘§’> - Valid between 28 November 2008 and 28 December 2008, the special edition Brussels <§>
Brussels G ), Card will cost 18 euros for 24 hours, 26 euros for 48 hours and 30 euros for the 72 hour Bniticis
version. www.brusselsinternational.be
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More information on www.belgiumtheplaceto.be
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A delightful new B&B, the

Chambres d'Hotes du - ‘
Vaudeville, has recently - ’\ﬁ -—y m

opened in the heart of “\\,/J (ﬁj
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Brussels, in one of it best
locations, the magnificent
Galeries de la Reine, also
one of the most beautiful
shopping arcades in
Europe.

A new circular audio tour retracing the route taken by
the British Army during the Battle of the Bulge in 1944-
45 will soon be available to download for free over the
¥ % internet from the website of the Tourist Federation of
= ﬁi’q - Its four beautifully - el 4 _ Belgian Luxembourg.

decorated double guest g | ' :
rooms are designed each on a different theme relating to the life of the stunning galleries by
Belgian designer and artist Philippe Guilemin. While the “Diva” room has been decorated to look A . SRS a dircuit of approximately 150kms and include a
like the home of an opera singer, another uses an artist’s model, Madam LoulLou, as inspiration and Commentary, covering Sltes such as Dlnant and the Celles salient and taking visitors as far as La
hosts portraits given to her by some of the artists who would have painted her. The third room is a Roche-en-Ardenne where the British and American armies linked up.
throwback to the colonial era, and the fourth is based on the life of a collector of modern art.

The GPS tour for use with Garmin navigators will cover

Starting in the UK, it will also include travel to Belgium and overnight stay in
Prices start at 115 Euros per night. Each room has a private modern en-suite bathroom or shower Dinant, the Battle of the Bulge circuit with overnight stay in La Roche-en-
room and is equipped TV and W-IFI. Ardenne, and return to the UK.

Guests can dine at the lively adjacent Restaurant Vaudeville at a discount. (> www.ftlb.be

. Brussels
www.cafeduvaudeville.be
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A former classic Victorian 4 star property, the Sofitel Brussels Toison d'Or, has been transformed
into a contemporary 5 star luxury 169 room property near one of Brussels most prestigious
shopping streets and it selection of luxury boutiques, the Avenue Louise.

Fully refurbished in 2008 and renamed the Sofitel Brussels Le Louise, this stylish new hotel is ideally
located on the vibrant Avenue de la Toison d'Or only a short distance away from the Eurostar
terminal, and in close proximity to the antique stores of the Place du Sablon, which leads on to
the famous Grand Place. The renowned museums of the Rue Royale, the Art Nouveau quarter and
Victor Horta's house are also nearby.

All rooms are tastefully furnished and equipped with Sofitel’s ‘MyBed’ for a good night'’s sleep.
Amenities include bath and shower, TV, mini-bar, high-speed and broadband Internet access.
Nine suites with garden view also offer contemporary luxury.

The Crystal Lounge bar-restaurant created by famous restaurant designer Antoine Pinto offers a
modern Mediterranean menu, as well as traditional Belgian specialities and an exclusive range of
edible cocktails at the bar. The restaurant also has two private dining rooms able to accommodate
groups of between 8 and 25 people.

Other facilities include one the largest hotel terraces in Brussels, a fitness centre, lounge/library,
four meeting rooms and nearby parking.

Prices start at 430 Euros for a classic room.

The Sofitel Brussels Airport has also changed its name to the Pullman Brussels Airport.

A boutique hotel with 125 rooms, leisure center, bar, restaurant and garden it is ideally (é}
located to discover Brussels and surrounding areas such as Waterloo, and also offers free
coach parking. www.sofitel.com

© Sofitel
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A number of Belgian professionals will be on our stand to help you discover more about the many attractions
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Voir & Dire Bruxelles

Arau — Arkadia.be — Le Bus Bavard - Itinéraires — Pro Velo

Bruxelles

Tourismie
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and products that Brussels and the South of Belgium have to offer.

MAJOR TOURIST ATTRACTIONS

“ DOMAINE DES
GROTTES DE

le Pays de Mons

Maison du Tourisme

HOTELS AND ACCOMMODATION

INCOMING AGENCIES

T

International Hainaut Tourisme

Radissent 23

Belgian Tourist Office
Brussels « Wallonia

YOUTH HOSTELS BRUSSELS & WALLONIA
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Chez LEON Belglum
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Belgian Tourist Office
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From Horror movies to love films, classical music to jazz and much more

15 - 24 January

13-20 February

20-28 February

7 March

9-21 April

8-9 May

16 and 17 May

29-31 May

18- 21 June

26-29 June

Gay & Lesbian Film Festival, Brussels and Wallonia 23rd edition for this cultural festival
featuring film, music, painting photography and sculpture.

25th International Festival of Love Films of Mons (Province of Hainaut) FIFA is a yearly
festival that takes place around Valentine’s Day, with screenings of the latest films on the
theme of love and relationships.

ANIMA 2009, Festival of cartoons and of animated films, Brussels 27th edition of this
international animation film festival which features more than 100 international films, shorts,
ads, 2Ds, 3Ds, children’s films and student films. Also includes a national and an international
competition, workshops and round tables.

Museum Night Fever, Brussels Discover another side of some of Brussels" museums and their
collections in an unusual evening of music, fashion, guided visits workshops and a huge after
show party until 3 am.

27th edition of the Brussels International Festival of Fantastic Film Over 150 films celebrating
horror movies, thrillers and science fiction at the leading European and international event of
all that is strange. Include the now famous body-painting competition and the pitiless
vampire ball.

Liege Jazz Festival (Province of Liége) 19th edition of the prestigious annual gathering of the
greats of jazz in the heart of the Belgian Ardennes.

Django Festival in Liberchies (Province of Hainaut) Two days of Gypsy culture, Jazz and guitar
in a celebration of the great Django Reinhardt and his music in his birthplace village of
Liberchies.

Brussels Jazz Marathon, Brussels 14th edition of this weekend of international jazz. Over 100
concerts and 450 musicians at various venues across Brussels, including the Grand Place.

25th edition of Fete de la Musique, Brussels and Wallonia Hundreds of free concerts in
Brussels and Wallonia to celebrate the summer Solstice. A very varied programme includes
pop, jazz, hip hop, chanson francaise, funk and a great evening party on Saturday on the
Place des Palais in Brussels.

20th edition of Couleur Café, Tour & Taxi, Brussels A highly atmospheric, world music festival
set in the magnificent Tour & Taxis site complete with Global Village with craft stalls and
stands selling foods from different cultures.
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From military marches to reconstructions of the battle of Waterloo

26 April

16-18 May

1 June

20-21 June

24-27 June

Militaria Fair, Ciney (Province of Namur) One of the largest military fairs in Europe with

400 stands stretching over 3 kms. The wide range of quality militaria on offer includes parts
for old military vehicles, detection devices, collector and sports weapons, medals, uniforms
and books.

Military March at Saint Roch, Thuin (Province of Hainaut) One of the oldest between I'Entre
Sambre et Meuse with around 2,000 marchers in uniforms from the 17th to the 19th century.

Sainte Rolende March, Gerpinnes (Province of Hainaut) One of the most important military
marches of the region in honour of Ste Rolende, whose remains are carried through
neighbouring villages along a 35km itinerary. Starts at 2 am to the sounds of fifes and
drumming and lasts until the evening.

11th Bivouac at Waterloo (Province of Walloon Brabant) Yearly Reconstruction of a
Napoleonic bivouac and of the battle of Plancenoit with over 1,000 participants in uniform
from Germany France the UK, Italy, Holland, Russia the Czech republic and Belgium

43rd European March of Memory and Friendship, Houffalize (Province of Luxembourg)
Military personnel and civilians of all nationalities can take part in this 4 day yearly march
at the end of June in the beautiful region of the Belgian Ardennes. Seventeen nations now
participate and each march covers around 30kms. Alternatively the mini-MESA covers

13 kms.

Belgium is well known for its colourful carnivals and street parades, most of which are based
on ancient festivals. Fun for all involved!

22-24 February

22-24 February

21-23 March

22 March

13 April

16 May
21-24 May

23-24 May

June- Sept

13-14 June

14 June

Belgian Tourist Office

russels * Wal

==

Shrovetide celebrations in the Eastern Cantons Complete with the Carnival Prince
and his entourage culminating with a grand procession on the “Monday of the Roses”

Carnaval of Binche (Province of Hainaut) The most famous and one of the best of Wallonia’s
carnival, with some 900 men in glorious costumes throwing oranges at the crowd.
Recognised in 2003 by UNESCO as a masterpiece of the oral and immaterial patrimony of
humanity.

52nd Grand Feu de Bouge (Province of Namur) The country’s most spectacular bonfire takes
place on the first Sunday of Lent in a celebration that dates back 1000 years. Fireworks at
7:30 pm.

507th Carnaval du Laetare, Stavelot (Province of Liége) Mid-Lent Carnival with hundreds of
“Blanc Moussis” (White Brethren) clad in white masks with long red noses, confetti firing
canons and a grand procession at 14H00 pm

55th Carnaval of the Bears, Andenne (Province of Namur) A carnaval celebrating the victory
of local man Charles Martel over a bear that once terrorised the town. Throwing of stuffed
teddy bears from the balcony of the Town Hall at the end of the day

133rd Cavalcade in Herve (Province of Liége) Yearly on Easter Monday. One of the most
sumptuous processions of the province (departs at 14:30 pm) with fireworks

Belgium Gay Pride, Brussels With walks through Brussels, music, parties and festivities

International Festival of Fairground Entertainment, Namur Gathering of more than 300
entertainers from different corners of the world with their own theatrical and contemporary
interpretations of fairground entertainment in the province of Namur

Maitrank Festival in Arlon (Province of Luxembourg) The most southern town of Belgium
celebrates the Maitrank, an aperitif made with dry white wine laced with oranges and fine
liqueurs with tastings and various festivities.

Roller Parade in Brussels & Wallonia
Free 20 km roller parades throughout the streets of Namur (Thursdays), Brussels (Fridays)
and Mons (Saturdays)

Matrimonial High Tea, Ecaussines (Province of Hainaut) This event has been held since 1903
in the splendid grounds of the chateau. From 10 am any unmarried person can register their
requirements as to the type of person they would like to meet.

Days of the 4 processions, Tournai (Province of Hainaut) Folklore and carnival during these
2 days of procession, one carried out to military music

The Ducasse, Mons (Province of Hainaut) The Procession of the Golden Carriage and the
“Lumecon” Battle in Mons, a re-enactment of the Slaying of the dragon by St Georges in
one of the oldest festivals of Wallonia

All dates subject to change.

information please ¢ ct the Belgian Tourist Office -




